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Updated 2004 Irrigation and S prinkling Service Information
Supply rates for NorthW estern Energy supply customers, effective July 1, 2004.*

NorthW estern Energy’ s default supply rates are approved by the Montana Public Service Commission and change monthly .

Non-Demand Account Demand-Meter ed Account
Energy Seasonal Energy Demand Seasonal
$/kWh Charge $/kWh $/kW Charge

Supply—Energy* $ 0.036826 $ 0.036826

Transmission—Energy $ 0.010079
Transmission—Demand $ 1.729363
Seasonal Customer Charge** $ 46.86 $110.57
Distribution—Energy $ 0.020537 $ 0.003414
Distribution—Demand $ 6.302259
Universal System Benefits Charge $ 0.001144 $ 0.001144
CTC-QF $ 0.002345 $ 0.002345
BPA Exchange Cr edit for
Residential & Small Farm*** ($0.001362) ($ 0.001362)

$/kWh Plus : $/Season $/kWh Plus : $/kW Plus : $/Season
TOTAL $ 0.069569 $ 46.86 $ 0.042367 $ 8.031622 $ 110.57

*  Default Supply rates (“supply-energy”) cover electric commodity costs that vary due to market supply and demand 
fluctuation. As a result, they are tracked monthly and they change each month.

** Seasonal Customer Charge is included on the 1st bill of the season (May 2004).
*** BPA Credit may not be applied to all kWh of the very largest irrigation loads. 

Rates are listed separately on the billing statement as required by law.

Demand charges may be
prorated for seasonal
star tup and shutdown
billing periods. Prorating
your bill during the first
and last billing cycle
allows you to pay a 
partial demand charge
tied to the time you used
services for the irrigation
season. Please review the
date of service, and—if
you believe an adjustment
is in order—contact our
Customer Care Center at 
1-888-467-2669 .

Efficiency Plus Ir rigation

Continued drought conditions and energy prices may make irrigation
system management and maintenance especiallyimportant this season.

We're encouraging our irrigation customers to take advantage
of the Efficiency Plus Irrigation service. This service helps
irrigators improve their energy efficiency through technical
assistance and financial incentives. The sooner we hear from
you, the sooner we can work with you to better manage your
irrigation energy costs.

Our 2004 offering provides you with two great ways to particpate: 

1. Free energy audits: During an audit, irrigation specialists
visit your farm or ranch, inspect your irrigation system, and
measure the efficiency of the system. You'll be sent a
customized report, including recommendations for cost-effective improvements. Just call our

toll-free number to schedule an audit.

2. Incentives for customer project proposals: If you have in mind
a cost-effective, energy-saving improvement for your irrigation
system, you may submit a proposal to be considered for possible
cost-sharing. 

The Efficiency Plus Irrigation Pilot Program has been designed
to be flexible and easy to use. We hope that you'll take
advantage of the program to reduce your irrigation power bill
while maintaining or increasing your crop yields.

How to Participate

To request a free energy audit, customer project proposal guidelines, or a free copy of the Montana Irrigator's
Pocket Guide, please call toll-free 1-866-319-1669 or e-mail irrigate@ncat.org.

This service is funded with Universal System Benefits dollars collected from all NorthWestern Energy
customers. A limited number of audits and proposals may be funded. 

What Customers Have Said
"Without your assistance we wouldn't have been able to put this in place. We're much more efficient…We cut
our horsepower requirements in half. My crop yields are up substantially, and I've used less water."
- Beau Bradley, Twin Bridges, Montana irrigator

"The audit portion of the program is one ofthe biggest assets… With an audit,the irrigator will find out the
condition ofhis equipment and can use the results to decide about rebuilding or replacing the motor or pump."
- Jim Berg, Racetrack, Montana irrigator

Find out about other Nor thWestern Energy E+ programs. Visit www .northwesternenergy.com/energ y.
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